COLLECTED WRITINGS
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pestilcnc§ lodn vba::?; ?hncdfi:lodl: a(:; it will be night in thfe houses of the
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formed the slave and the horde into a human being and a nation, let us
Lt the“Magna Chartawith which God proclaims Israel’s fundamen-

al rights. ‘ ;
tal rngwas on the tenth of Nissan, on “Shabbat Ha-Gadol.” The slave

was still a slave, the horde was still a h(l)rdc.' The slave still had no
property, no family, no homF. The slave is neither husband nor wife,
neither father nor mother, nex‘ther son nor d‘aughter. The horde has no
common life which animates it as a whole, it has no common purpose
which unites and organises it. Then God called to the slave, the horde,
in the presence of their oppressors, in the presence of their masters He
gave them property and house a_n'd farpily_ and breathed into them the
spirit of justice and love—the spirit Of:juSllCC which protects the indivi-
dual in the enjoyment of his proper rights, and the spirit of love which
links the individual to the living One with the Divine band of freely
given devotion. He organised them into a people, a congregation, and
a council, and as the central point of this great creation, as its source of
power and life, He fixed upon the home.

He did not send heralds with winged—and fleeting—words into
the huts of the slaves. He did not write the Magna Charta of Israel on
fading parchment; how He was about to communicate to His people
the highest and holiest standards of conduct, practice and action, and
make them their everlasting possession; how He was about to write in
heaven for the rescued world His Noachide covenant with quavering
sunrays; how He was about to make good to the family of Abraham
the promise of their trial and deliverance given in the “covenant
between the pieces;”” how He was about to reveal to the sons of Jacob
the real significance and the glorious goal of the struggle which like
their ancestor they had waged through the night till the morning
broke, and to preserve it in the Law which was given them to observe.
He spoke to them thus and, and in order to perpetuate the first step in
lhf! formation of His people in some concrete act and performance, He
said to them: n*2% my nax n"3% M wK oY Mpn M wINd Y3, “On the
tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb
according to theijr fathers® houses, a lamb for a household .” In this
Way He recognised them as possessors of property and independence;
He recognised the holy tie of blood upwards to the “house of the
.rath_efs" and downwards to the individual house. And as He raised
dustice as ‘His. holy banner for the protection of the “house” from
attack and desertion, mnin VAT 2 n7a7 o Xo3In XY, “Thou shalt not
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carry forth aught of the flesh out of the house,” so He “joined” K
1o house by the bond of brotherhood, of free association, of Mutua|

: stion.
support and protec i
o NawY X AP AW Nan nvan bya® orY: “If the household be too

little for a lamb, then shall he and his neighf)our next unto his hoyge
take one according to the number of souls.” (Exodus 12,6,? He thus
bade them utilise the surplus of one house to supply the c!eflcnenCy of
its neighbour, to find support and sup;?lemcnt for the deficiency of one
house in the surplus of the gthcr. In this way, since the p'erfo'rmance of
a duty was to act as a unifying fc.)rcc. and since lqvc andju§t|ce were to
stand next to one another in lhelr. full stature, nclthcler the rlc_h man nor
the poor would in this free union have to forfe_lt anything of the
independence, the worth and the significance of his own personality;
s apa “the number of souls’—rather it was in this very sacrifice
::ZJun:ion that each one would attain to the highest consciousness of
& (1)':2 F\)::nzot?xac“tt)ﬂon of the Great Sabbath. For four days each one
learnt lto think of himself as a free man, as a link in a famil)./ chain
which reached backwards into the past, ar}d as-the starting point of a
1y Tlife which was to be woven further into the future. He learnt to
S h'fe Wlf d to let himself be counted, and to count the souls
cour:ta:‘clinss;alf:vith whom he was united as the trunk, bough, branch
agl:lfjatwig of a continuous family life. Each one learn.t to k?ownzndai,c;
practise the justice which protected hlS' own domcsu: tc:;c z;,, ; t?mc
an equal right of protcctiondto tga: of hnrsyngilgthtt;(:u;;ny of:,n g lov;
too, he learnt to understand and to carry out. s, |
ich was to unite these circles, each w1t.h its own s'ep_) s,
::::illlgh mutual concession and understanding, and tto J::‘:hhgl:;:rwl;::
house not like a row of rings lying ;jgp_arately next to
ike the links in a closely knit chain of love. -
llkt‘:'lt'hc: fourteenth drew near; mm win® oY WY MK -u;l mr;;n: ;:’:n-lth.”
“And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth dgy of :1 t:ns e
(Exodus 12,6.) The will of God had already glvenft .ehts N
blood had given them family life, the Posscssnon of rig ishacs S
them into sections, and love had united the varklou;d o -
came the common history and tt.xe common tas Z chzin el
formed the individuals, the families, the‘ ‘homes an cimn e o
into a people. Yk N7y YR 2 K WAV And the w

the congregation of Israel shall kill it at even.”’
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The strong arm of God which delivered them all from the same
misery, and raised them a.nd bore lh.em fu.rlher on the eagle’s wings of
its power and grace, the single God-illumined pa.sl, present and future
in which they were all hencefc_arth to find the basis of their existence as
a people, their common historical background made them into

«Israel,” the people which revealed to the world the rule of God.

Participation in a single task devolving upon all alike and in conjunc-
tion banded together all the separ.ate m_embers of this people, all the
representatives of the various sections, into a Ynp, a community, and
summoned the oldest and most competent of them to an my, a council,
a permanent and ever-ready focus and centre of this community.

And now PRIw” N7y AP 92 10K 1wnwn, all these souls, all these houses,
families, circles, the whole person in all its ramifications had to bring
an offering of dedication. All were summoned to be 7w, the flock of
one shepherd, “omn,” wholly and completely, with every side of their
nature both physical and spiritual, transient and permanent, “\a1" as
free, strong and independent men, “mw 12" following their eternal
shepherd in the freshness and modesty of a perpetual youth.

This idea of consecration is stamped on the life of the individual,
the home, the family, the community, and the people. It realises itself
throughout that life, just as the whole tree repeats itself in the trunk,
the bough, the branch, the leaf and the seed.

These are some lines from the great Magna Charta with which
God, after awakening His people from death, established it in eternal
life. But the centre of this noble structure, the blessed soil on which the
seed of all this national life was to be developed, and on which freedom
and justice and love, family ties, communal feeling and outlook, the
national spirit and unquestioning obedience and devotion to the one
Shepherd of all were to be tended with priestly care and ministration;
this soil was not the Temple nor was it the State. The  sanctuary on the
altar_of which the fire of this whole Divine institution was to be
perpetually kept burning was the home; as our Rabbis say: o7 o mpn
IO MPUBI 0302 WwMARY P M 1w T2 2703 AN hw Yy unn
nMmA From the words “they shall take the blood and put on the two
side-posts and on the lintel” we learn that our ancestors had three
altars in Egypt: the lintel and the two side-posts. Our ancestors
received nmm and Mpwn as altars in Egypt. mpwn, the lintel, indicates
th.c roof that isolates the space occupied by man from the elements
without; nnm, the doorposts, indicate the walls which mark off the
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space belonging to the individual from that of Soci
make up the idea of the house.
And the lessons which Israel learnt in that first solemn Midnigh

the sacred rites which Pessach hallowed for him as hjg G POSSessig t,
u% MRS 7YY X7, these have remained with uS and. on
fathers, it is these which have triumphantly sustaineq our fah
ourselves in the midst of all the storms and changes of time,
other altars have fallen into decay, all our sanctuarjes have bee
us. But the home which Pessach brought back tq us, and th
which Pessach invited into the home—the mutual affection.of
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and parents and husband and wife, the sense of freedom and justic,
brotherhood, concord, co-operation and nationhood, trygt o God

and loving obedience and devotioq to God—the home and thess
spirits of the Jewish home have remained our eternal POssessions, kit

it is these which confer upon us, the resurrected people, ‘mmOrtality.
From now on this reborn people ha.1d not to fear another death, |
could forfeit its State, it could lose 1.ts lz?nd,-xts Temple would pe
reduced to ashes, its altar to ruins, and.lt npght itself be scattereq over
the whole world. Where it could build 1ts' houses, where it coulq
establish its homes, where it could‘ gather its memb.ers in‘domesuc
circles, where the most lonely of. this p'eople could pltcl} his Solitary
tent, there it had saved its home, its Jewn_sh and God-fez.xrmg hom_e, -
family life and, if it was very .fortunate, its comrr.luna! life, and witp =
were saved all the spirits that it hac! for ever acquired in the hour of j5
rebirth to consecrate, protect, purify, save and bless it, and that stj]
form the pride and the jewel of the eternal people. . .. mow by . nos
Yoy 12°N3 NXY 0732 DR 1932 02303 'm-l@ 32 °na %y noo Twx. Th.us we
mention Pessach: ‘‘For that He passed over th_e houses of tl?e children
of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our

houses.” (Exodus 12,27.)

2.73%

Free and independent, guarded by Gpd’s providence, led by Go(:‘s
guidance, tested and weighed by God’s judgment, the reborn' people,
trengthened in justice, united in love, hallowed by ccl)nsccra'tllon, was
tso develop in ever-youthful freshness and gladness 1tsh fan:il ty};ricl)lml;
munal and national life. In this life, penetrated through an g
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with the idea of the one and only God, raised
changes and vicissitudes. on the mighty pinion
Guardian, it was in quiet seclusion to celebrate the festivals of its
domestic paradise, until at the end of days its fellow-men should
“preak their swords and shiver their lances” and make pilgrimages to
the shining light of the God of Jacob, in order to learn from Him also
His ways, and instead c?f‘swoFd apd lance, spear and armour, to invite
into their houses the spirit of justice and love, of freedom and holiness,
and with them to regain the lost paradise on earth.

But what if this reborn people also should once forget its origin, if
the centuries spent in night and darkness should more ang more fade
from its memory, if it should forget how it had lain on the earth
“perishing in its blood” and had only been awakened to new life by the
all-powerful call of God? What if it should forget to whom it owed its
new life and to whom it belonged with every thread of its new life?
What if the descendants of this new-born people were to recognise as
the dominant forces in their history, in their family, communal and
national life, only the same elements as they discerned in all other
phenomena of human society, so that, if the memory of older times
crossed their minds, they did not sing hallelujah to God but wreathed
the temples of their ancestors with laurels, praising their forefathers as
heroes and Moses as a demigod and saying “Our hand is exalted and
not the Lord hath wrought all this™ nxt %3 byp 4 X% o .

And what if the living God-idea which ought to penetrate and
sustain their whole family, communal, and national life grew fainter
and fainter? What if along with it they lost their hold on freedom and
justice, love and holiness, those transforming, purifying, strengthening
and inspiring guardian angels which ought to make of the domestic
hearth of this new-born people an eternal paradise, whereas in truth
the thorns and thistles of the lost paradise flourished on the soil of this
people also?

Was not the earth then once a paradise? Did not the heaven of
peace once encircle the newly created race of man, and did not the
majesty of God walk in the garden of man? How brief was the sunshine
of this paradise; how soon did sensuality banish man from his para-
dise; how soon did envy clench the fist of one brother to murder the
other, and ambition impel men to build their vainglorious tower! The
words o%wn m oINn nx PR¥D MM mxnn aapn, “Envy, lust and
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